Dear Editor,
   We would like to submit the enclosed manuscript entitled “Temporal and spatial variation of soil respiration of cucumber (Cucumis sativus L.) under different mulching practices, including its controlling factors in a greenhouse in China ”, which we wish to be considered for publication in “Pesquisa Agropecuária Brasileira”.
As we know with increasing concerns over raising concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere, agriculture researchers and managers are currently studying the effects of various agronomic and agriculture management practices on the carbon dynamics of intensely managed agro-ecosystems. And soil respiration is one of the major components of the total carbon flux in agro-ecosystems. However, the impact of agronomic practices such as mulching on the soil respiration in greenhouse remains poorly understood. In this study, for the selected solar greenhouse, field experiments were conducted during growing seasons of 2012 and 2013 in greenhouse condition to evaluate the soil respiration (Rs) and its biotic and abiotic influencing factors in cucumber under four types of mulch practice (without mulch [CK], wheat straw mulch [SM], plastic film mulch [FM] and combined mulch with plastic film and wheat straw [CM]). By linking the environmental factors to soil respiration, we tried improving the agriculture management practices on the carbon dynamics. 
This paper has not been published previously, and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere. Although authors of the manuscript speak Chinese, it was revised very carefully by an English speaker author Dr. Richard Richards.
Thank you very much for your considering our manuscript for potential publication. I'm looking forward to hearing from you soon.

With the best regards, 
Lan Fang  
E-mail: fanglan001x@163.com
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